
 
 

Iona-Hope Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 28, 2025, 2:30 p.m. 

 

Attending:  The Rev. Jenny Scott-Jones, Rector 

Vestry:  Paula Paquette, Senior Warden 

Alison Kinch, Junior Warden (Excused) 

  Deb Prather  

John Hufnagel 

Marcia Leidig 

Patty Ingram 

  Steve Walsh 

  Susan Crawford 

  Margo Farrara (Zoom) 

Treasurer: Joe Mulino 

Thrift Shop: Eileen Carrara   

Administrator: Marnie Ike (Zoom) 

Media Director: Margaret Carr   

Chaplain: Marilyn Moore (Zoom) 

Clerk: Teresa Hufnagel  

Guest: Thom Price 

 

Opening Prayer 

Marilyn provided an opening prayer. “Enthusiasm means God inspires, Feel 
God’s love. Remember our “Why” statement. 

Approval of previous minutes September 23, 2025 

Susan made a motion to approve, Patty seconded. Minutes were approved.   
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Rector’s Report 

Upcoming Events 

November 2, Iona Hope Barbecue sponsored by the ingram family. We will need 
vestry members to volunteer to serve alcohol. Chair is Patty.  Encourage people 
to park at library. 

November 5, Bingo at 6:30 pm. Everything is set to go. John, Teresa & Paula 
chair. 

November 8,9,12. Eat, Serve, Slideshow. Gift bags. Chair is Paula. 

November 12, Hope Collaborative, leaders of small groups and ministries. 
Formerly called Parish Council. Will meet from 1-3. 

November 25, Thanksgiving UMC 

November 26, Iona Hope Thanksgiving  

January 18, Bobby Jo Valentine. Need chair. John & Teresa will chair. 

February 8, Celtic Celebration. John & Teresa are sponsoring & chairing.  

Ongoing: Raise Right. Will sell actual gift cards in November so we can mail 
them to parishioners for the holidays. John & Teresa are chairing.  

Thrift Store 

Eileen thanked Mother Jenny and Joe for dispelling rumors regarding financial 
transactions between thrift store and church.  Mother Jenny and Joe attended 
a thrift store meeting with managers and most volunteers and had a transparent 
discussion.  Thrift store is very busy and preparing for holidays.  Eileen requested 
thrift store to be closed December 26th and there were no objections. 

September Financials 

$48K has been received from Mother Jenny’s appeal to the parish.  Several 
items need to be corrected – will be corrected as part of minutes. 

Holy Cow 

Plan to survey parish in December.  Results in early 2026. 
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Cleaners 

Cleaning team not currently cleaning.  Vestry to make a rota for vestry to clean 
church.  

Ending prayer at 3:15. 
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VESTRY REPORTS OCTOBER 2025 

Month in review: 

This has been a rich month -- Returning to our beloved worship space, and beginning to welcome back our 

seasonal congregants has been a joy; Participating in the beautiful (and very unique) celebration of life of 

Ann Crispin Lippincott; Joyfully blessing our fur and feather family members at the Animal Blessing service; 

Taking part in the diocesan convention – are just a few things that come to my mind. I am grateful and             

honored to be a part of the life of this parish community.  

I intend to write up a convention summary report in the coming week and will share that with the entire 

community.  

I want to give a HUGE shoutout to Paula for all the work she has done for this year’s Stewardship Drive. 

The Liturgy Planning team and reconvened after a summer break and have begun planning for through the 

end of the year and into the beginning of 2026. We don’t anticipate any major plans at this point, simply 

minor changes to what we have been doing.  

We need to talk about the modulars this meeting. Not necessarily come to a final decision as much as make 

sure we are on the same page as to what we are currently doing/not doing and why as well as how we want 

to move forward in the discernment process. I believe this needs to ultimately be a full-parish decision but 

how and when we do that needs to be discussed.  

Need Help!: 

Last month the vestry ask me things that would be most helpful at this time in what I am working towards. 

Here are a few things at present that I/we could use help with: 

-  Identifying a new treasurer. I have begun inviting a few people to form a renewed finance committee but 

that is a work in progress. I have not yet identified someone who would serve well as the Iona Hope              

treasurer. Please help me discern this much needed position. Thank you to Joe and Thom for your faithful 

service.  

-  Cleaning. At present we have not renewed our contract with the cleaning company. They have given us a 

quote for once/month cleaning of just the church for $280. I would like to see if we can create a rota of           

volunteers who would take turns doing weekly cleaning.  

-  Primary coordinator for the Valentine Concert in January 

-  Pageant Ring Leaders as Joe and Rob are stepping down from this honored position after many years of 

faithful service. 

-  A Holy Cow administrator to work with me to make this process happen. 

-  A New Members coordinator that can work with me and planning and implementing some new New 

Members initiatives.  

Rector’s Report—Mother Jenny 
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Recap of Financial Statements— September 2025—Respectfully submitted.   Joe. 

Treasurer’s Report—Joe Mulino 
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Recap of Financial Statement September  2025— 

Thrift Store Account 
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Interfaith Report—Margaret Carr 

There was no Interfaith Meeting for the month of October due to our Jewish friends celebrating the high holy 

month. In the month of November, we will gather at Temple Beth El on Thursday evening November 6th at 

6:30 P.M. for our clergy led Interfaith gathering. Our regular monthly non-clergy meeting will resume in               

December. Location and time to be determined.  
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LIFE Justice Ministry  

 

Key takeaways from the August Board meeting from the meeting notes. 

-  John Reed presented the financial report, highlighting a surplus of $906 for September and $21,142 year-

to-date, with $54,876 in cash 

-  John discussed the ongoing issue with back payroll taxes, totaling around $35,000 in penalties and interest 

related to a previous financial fraud. He explained the denial of our request for an abatement and the next 

steps for negotiating a payment plan with the IRS. 

-  The Board agreed to postpone the discussion for two months to allow time for legal consultation.   

-  Dotty Morrison reported on a new senior living development receiving HUD funding. It will have 144 units 

for seniors and is located at 3875 E. Michigan Avenue. 

-  Rita Houston and Margie Gonzalez shared details about a billion-dollar federal influx into Lee County for 

mental health and housing initiatives, including a new single operating center and mobile response teams.  -  

-  The county hired a consulting firm that looked a different models and made a recommendation.  

-  They announced an upcoming Mental Health Forum on December 6th at UUCFM between 9:30 and 11:30 

am. 

-  The group also plans to attend BOLD Justice's Nehemiah Action on April 20th, with buses to be                        

organized 

-  Andy and Dotty will discuss bus arrangements for the April 20th trip to Fort Lauderdale. 

-  Lorna Washington asked attendees to provide the number of participants from their congregations who 

have confirmed attendance at an upcoming workshop scheduled for October 28th at Cypress Lake United 

Methodist Church.  

 

LIFE Update—Steve Walsh 
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In the past 2 months there has been many questions and a great deal of "chatter" among the 

volunteers regarding the transfer of funds to the Church operating account.  

In an effort to dispel rumors and to answer questions and address concerns I held a meeting 

on October 3rd for all day managers and concerned volunteers. Treasurer Joe Mulino and Rec-

tor Jenny Scott-Jones were present, and they did an excellent job addressing all concerns. I am 

attaching the minutes from that meeting, and I am pleased to report that no volunteer has re-

signed.  

The store is in the midst of its busiest time, preparing Christmas merchandise and "Black Fri-

day" merchandise for our sale on November 28th • Last year we closed the store on                  

December 26th and I am requesting we close this year as well.  

I expect we will close 2025 with record sales.  

IONA HOPE ONE MORE TIME THRIFT STORE Managers' and concerned Volunteers' Meeting 

Friday, October 3, 2025  

Day managers- Bob Earl, Larry Hansen, Doris Leary, Eric Leary, Andrea Thom Rector Jenny 

Scott Jones  

Volunteers- Anthony Bamonte, Kathy Donlan, Mike Donlan, Lorainne Holley, Judy Kaufman, Ali-

son Kinch, Linda Osborne, Jackie Renner, Bill Shaw,  

Ruth Ann Sickler North  

Iona Hope Episcopal Church treasurer Joe Mulino  

Rector Jenny Scott Jones opened the meeting with a prayer at 9:00 AM.  

Eileen announced that is "our" meeting in which questions will be entertained and answered 

in complete transparency.  

Joe Mulino prefaced the question/answer session by offering his appreciation for all who            

contributed to the success of Iona Hope One More Time Thrift. He also announced that he   

recently signed a new Five-year lease with Paddle Creek Management. This lease includes a 

mere 3% increase per year. The CAM charge will most likely go up as well.  

 

Thrift Store Report—Eileen Carrara 
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Many questions were raised and answer.ed. It was pointed out that of the approximately 60 

volunteers, 85% are non-parishioners of Iona Hope Episcopal Church. The 2026 Church budg-

et includes $100,000.00 from the Thrift Store going to the Church operating funds and 

$50,000.00 going to Thrift Store outreach. Operating expenses for the store run $25,000.00 - 

$28,000.00 per month.  

Joe stated that the ideal goal is a 50/50 split between the Church support and the Thrift Store 

cash grants to organizations, but that will depend on congregational pledges and Church oper-

ating expenses.  

Everyone acknowledged that if it were not for the Church, there would be no Thrift Store. 

There was total agreement that the Store's $150,000.00 Reserve in a money market account 

with Citizen's Bank should remain intact and not absorbed by the Church.  

So far this year, the Store had sales of $353,742.00 and has transferred $85,000.00 to the 

Church, with an additional $15,000 being transferred by year end.  

At the end of discussion, all resolved that there will be no negativity among the volunteers 

about the finances and there will be transparency as we share verbally and on paper with do-

nors and customers that all monies collected go to Outreach and the Church. It was suggested 

that the list of cash grant recipients include Iona Hope Episcopal Church and be alphabetical, 

so no one can interpret the top organization on the list got the most money. Continuing to 

post thank you letters from outreach recipients was encouraged.  

Eileen then distributed the monthly sales totals and September sales total to day managers.  

The next meeting will be on Friday, November 7, 2025.  

Rector Jenny Scott Jones gave the prayer to close the meeting at 10:00 AM.  
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Supper Club was held at the home of Ardis Uberti last evening.  We had 18 attendees and raised  
$205 for the Hunger Ministry.  Everyone attending hopefully enjoyed the evening of  fun and fellowship. 

SUPPER CLUB 
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