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A Note of Hope from the Rector: Memories and Dreams, Prayers and Promises
By The Rev. Jenny Scott-Jones

For over 25 years, people have been gathering as the lona-Hope Family to share in prayer and worship,
discipleship, outreach, and fellowship, or as John Denver might have called it: “poems, prayers, and
promises.” What started in a bridge club with an alligator hanging over the altar has changed and adapted
many times as seasons come and go, but our purpose stays the same.

The season of Autumn is often a time to look back, recall and remember where we have been and respond
with thanksgiving for “all the memories we share.” All members of the lona-Hope Family share in this
quarter-of-a-century collective history whether or not we have been attending IH for 25 years or 25 days.
These shared memories shape us — who we are, what we do, and why we exist. Beyond Iona-Hope we have
shared memories with the one holy, catholic and apostalic church. It is because of those who have gone
before us that we are here today. And we give thanks for all the ways we are blessed through the faithful
service of our spiritual ancestors.

Each day, every moment, we are given opportunities to be part of the truly intergenerational work of the
Church. We are, at this very moment, being woven into the fabric of the collective memories of the Church.
Someday our heirs will be looking back at us and giving thanks for the ways our faithful service blesses
them.

What do we give thanks for? What do we dream for those who will come after us? What is our daily response
as we remain faithful both to our collective memories and dreams?

How sweet it is to love someone, how right it is to care
How long it's been since yesterday, what about tomorrow?
And what about our dreams and all the memories we share?
John Denver, “Poems, Prayers & Promises” (1971)

Poems
Prayers

Promises
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Contact us:

Mailing Address:

9650 Gladiolus Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33908
Phone: 239-454-4778
Website IonaHope.org

Monthly Newsletter Committee

Mary Jo Brown, Margaret Carr,
Patty Ingram, Debbie Prather and
The Rev. Jenny Scott-Jones
Please submit story ideas to
ihopemedial @gmail.com

STAFF

The ministry of the people at lona-Hope
is supported by the church staff:

The Rev. Jenny Scott-Jones, Rector

Mr. Loren J. Strickland, Music Director
Ms. Christine Shirley, Cantor

Mrs. Marnie ke, Finance Administrator
Mrs. Eileen Carrara, Thrift Store Manager
Ms. Margaret Carr, Media Director

Many thanks to our group of dedicated

volunteers:

Parish Nurse-Ms.Julie Vergin

Office Angels-Susan Crawford, Vicky Dawson,
Lorraine Holley, Patty Ingram, and Peggy Hannon.

Join Us For Our Weekly Services

Wednesday 10:00 A.M. Rite I Holy Eucharist
Saturday 5:00 P.M Rite II Holy Eucharist with Healing
Sunday 8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite |

Sunday 9:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II

Have a story, memory, or reflection you'd like to share
in the newsletter? If the writing part feels daunting or
you prefer to speak your thoughts rather than write
them, we can help. We are happy to converse with you
and transcribe your story. Contact Mother Jenny or
email us at ihopeeditor@gmail.com.

VESTRY

Mrs. Marcia Leidig-Senior Warden
Mrs. Patty Ingram-Junior Warden
Mr. John Hufnagel

Ms. Debbie Prather

Ms. Susan Crawford

Mrs. Margo Farrara

Mrs. Helen Gierke-Finance Committee Chair
Mr Robin Mills-Finance Committee

Ms. Paula Paquette-Finance Committee

Mrs. Teresa Hufnagel-Clerk Of The Vestry

ora!
If you have a pastoral need or (’t CG

emergency, please call or text
Mother Jenny directly at
239-980-3994.

Please visit our website
www.ionahope.org
Bulletins, Schedules, Calendars,
Weekly Readings, Daily

Devotionals and Parishioner '
Resources are all available at the %
click of a button.
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Make a joyful noise
to the Lord, all the earth.

WORSHIP THE LORD
with gladness;
come into God’s presence

singiy

Know that the Lord is God.

It is God who made us,
and we are God’s; X

: mﬁﬁu:of Gods !
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Finding Hope-Your Spiritual Connection

Lectio Divina-By Sandy Blaine

1 John 3:1-3 Taken from the Epistle for All Saints Weekend

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that

is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

Steve Garnaas-Holmes Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
Unfolding Light do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.

www.unfoldinglight.net And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

The Steps of Lectio Divina
Lectio Divina is an ancient Christian practice of meditative Scripture reading. It shifts the goal from studying for
information to allowing God’s word to transform your heart. The four simple, unhurried steps are detailed below:

1. Lectio (Read) Read it slowly and attentively, listening for a word or phrase that captures your attention.

2. Meditation (Reflect) Read the passage again. Ponder the word or phrase that stood out to you. Repeat it softly in
your mind, allowing it to interact with your life, thoughts, and memories.

3. Oratio (Respond) Let the Scripture naturally lead you into a conversation with God. Speak to Him honestly about
what you just read, whether that means offering thanks, bringing Him a struggle, or asking for grace.

4. Contemplation (Rest) Read the passage one final time. Sit in silent, receptive rest in God's presence, letting go of
words and allowing His love to transform.

Monthly Prayer From the Book Of Common Prayer-By The Rev. Jenny Scott-Jones

~ A Focus On Gratitude ~
Monthly Prayer From the Book Of Common Prayer
By The Rev. Jenny Scott-Jones

I suspect if we pause and think of all that we are grateful for, it’s not too hard to make a list. Yet turning a list
into a prayer may not be easy for some. Our Book of Common Prayer offers a variety of prayers to express to
God our gratitude. A short and far from exhaustive list includes: the General Thanksgiving at the end of
Morning and Evening Prayer (page 101), Psalm 100 (page 729), Psalm 138 (page 793) and a whole section of
Thanksgiving Prayers (pages 836-841).

As we enter a season of reflection on how we are good stewards of Iona-Hope, let us pray together a prayer of
thanksgiving “for the mission of the church” (page 838).

Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself: We praise and bless
you for those whom you have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We
thank you that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their prayers
and labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your Name; for the kingdom and the power
and the glory are yours for ever. Amen.




Monthly Prayer for Our Small Groups and Ministries: The Hospitality Ministry

Iona-Hope has a group of faithful individuals who continually do important works of service to provide times of
fellowship around food and refreshments. Whether it is coffee hour after the 9:30am Sunday Service, hosting a reception,
or coordinating an Iona-Hope Family meal, this is an important ministry for the life of our community.

This ministry creates space for relationships to form and flourish, whether participants are new to Iona-Hope or have been
a part of the family for 25 years. Hospitality time fosters conversations that span across the diversity that makes up our
family and allows us to live out our motto: “All Are Welcome!”

Ardis Uberti, the dedicated leader of this ministry invites us to remember that Hospitality extends beyond coffee hour as
she writes:

“The definition of Hospitality is: ‘Personal & Social: The act of making people feel welcome,
safe, and comfortable in a home, community, or social setting.’

We have many opportunities to make “Hospitality” happen at lona Hope and it is the main
reason that [ became and have been a faithful member of lona Hope for well over a decade and
a half. We have always been a church that takes time and effort to make people feel welcome,
safe and comfortable and I’m proud to be a very small part of the effort. Coffee hour is a small
part of outreach because friendly conversation after church service is a happy time to show
caring to one another.

It is my opinion that Iona Hope needs to step up its efforts of being even more hospitable.
Please make an effort to extend a kind word and send caring thoughts, it is the way of Christ.”

Let us pray:

Dear God, as you declare each of us precious in your sight, may our Hospitality Ministry have your blessing
as they minister to us, one at a time. In addition, may they serve each visitor as though it might be you in
disguise and let each one feel welcomed and valued. Thank you for those who are willing to share a part of
themselves to serve in this ministry. May they be blessed as they bless us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.




Celebrating

One Witness-The Diocesan Convention- By Vicky Dawson

ONE WITNESS 2026
58th Diocesan Convention Reflections-By Vicky Dawson
My very first diocesan convention filled me with...
Joy,
Excitement,
Worry (of the church’s future),
Holiness,
Hope in our Youth Ministry,
Hope in the Power of God’s Infinite Love, and
A growing belief in “we are a church in transition”.
What stood out to me...
Holy and healing music and song permeated the halls with a Choir and
Father Josh Bales (priest therapist and songwriter),
Workshops were Transforming Communities,
Embracing Differences, and
Forming Disciples and Developing Leaders.
The weekend provided for...
A ministry fair,
Bishop Scharf’s vision for the church’s future in SWF,
Plans for Day Spring,
Church of the Apostles becoming a mission,
The naming and blessing of our Youth Ministry members,
Election,
Business,
Meeting new people and sharing our own witness of the
love of Jesus in our sphere, and
Oh, the holy space of Evensong.

The Holy Eucharist has me strongly wanting to be a delegate to convention on October
22-23,2027.

THE FUTURE IS POSITIVE
“ We Are the Advance Team for Jesus”

" Paula Paquette receiving an

award from Bishop Scharf

for her two terms that she
served as the elected
representative for the
Fort Myers Deanery.




A Beloved October Tradition-By Margo Farrara

On Sunday, October 4th, the annual Blessing of the Animals took place at lona-Hope. Over 25 pups and kitties,
along with their parents, attended. We also had numerous attendees with photos of their pets, and of course,
Mariann’s chicken, was with us as well. We even had a family reunion between 3 kitties - Oake, Elme and
Teake!

Mother Jenny led the group in lovely prayers and then went to each one to deliver a personal blessing. Everyone
behaved, including the humans! Our tradition of this Animal Blessing goes back to our beginnings and is always
a joy to participate in. We would love to have you join us next year when our celebration of All of God’s
Creatures continues.

Hope Chest

Come & See!-By Margaret Carr

On a Sunday morning in October I noticed a gentleman
that I didn’t recognize arrive for our 9:30 A.M. service.
As soon as I introduced myself and learned who he was, |
grabbed Debbie Prather as soon as she entered the
sanctuary Sunday morning to tell her. It was Dan
Baseman, the custodian at the Bridge Club and Plaza. He
first met the Rev. John Adler when John was rolling the
piano to the bridge club for services and Dan said to him
"Where are you going with that piano?!"and John said his
famous words "Come and see!" Well he did, and
attended services at the bridge club as well as in the Adler
Gathering Place. He had never been in the church
sanctuary once it was built!

A Look Back!

June Lockhart made several unique pieces for the Adult Living
Facilities Ministry at lona-Hope. These small paten/chalice
combinations were dubbed "chip and dip" combos. They made
it easy for one person to administer Eucharist to a large,
immobile group. Thank you to Trish Kyser for sharing this!




Giving Thanks

A Note From Your Nutty Family-By Sciurus Carolinensis BETHE mM“.‘Y |

Dear Humans,

We hope you are well and in good health. This letter has been a long time coming.
For many years we have been appreciating your kind and loving addition to our little
bit of land here on Gladiolus Drive. Our ancestors had hesitation when you first
moved into the community and began building your worship space.

Our type has always worshiped from the tree branches and could not understand the
need for such extravagant buildings for such a purpose. But we quickly learned that _BHITlEHs BRAG ABOUT.
you Hopians were kind and friendly and shared the space with a genuine love and —

respect for all of God’s creation. We appreciate the outdoor gathering space and
labyrinth you built as it gives us another opportunity to come closer to you and
worship and just be together.

You recently added some lovely bird feeders. Thank you. While we know they are
primarily intended for our winged buddies, we are grateful that you don’t mind us
sharing the crumbs from the “table.” We are especially grateful for those who
lovingly distribute generous servings of peanuts. We give thanks to God for bringing
you into our little corner of creation and we give you thanks for these friendly
gestures and for being amazing neighbors.

We know that when you say “All Are Welcome” you mean even us squirrels!

Bleccinge, Seiurue carolinencic

P.S. We wanted to share that we are open to the idea of you spending more worship
and fellowship time outside, especially if it includes music.

October Interfaith-By Margaret Carr

October 22nd was another great evening of Interfaith discussion here at lona-Hope. The topic this
evening was "What are the core beliefs of our religion—and what does it teach and require of us?" We
heard wonderful Christian, Jewish, and Muslim perspectives, leading to a truly meaningful and engaging
evening of conversation. Grateful for our community and these shared spaces of understanding and
connection! Our next meeting will be in January 2027. For additional information please reach out to
Margaret Carr at MediaDirector@Ilonahope.org.




Helpful Updates

Vestry Update: Discernment at lona-Hope-By John Hufnagel

The vestry at Iona-Hope has begun a process of prayerful discernment to explore our present mission and to listen
for where God may be calling us in the years ahead. Our ultimate goal is to develop a long-term strategy for Iona-
Hope for the next five to ten years. Rev. Gail Avery led us through the first two sessions, and Mother Jenny has been
guiding us since then. This process invites us to listen carefully to the Holy Spirit, to one another, and to the needs of
our congregation and the wider community.

As part of this work, we have interviewed parishioners and leaders of our small groups to hear their hopes, concerns,
and visions for Iona-Hope’s future. We are also drawing on ideas from *Mixed Ecology* by Dwight Zscheile and
Blair Pogue, which encourages us to consider how the church might explore different ways of being and serving in
response to God’s call. Our discernment challenges us to look beyond simply maintaining what we have today and
to remain open to new possibilities for ministry and mission.

Through prayer, listening, study, and conversation, we hope to develop a shared vision that honors Iona-Hope’s
current strengths while discerning new opportunities to serve God and our community. We recognize that this is a
journey that requires patience, openness, and trust, and we seek to move forward together, guided by the Holy Spirit.

Important Information from the Finance Committee-By Helen Gierke

November is stewardship month! The ministries of lona-Hope Episcopal Church are
many and varied, and your support makes them all possible. As the end of the year
approaches, our goal is to end it “in the black;” you can help assure that happens. As you
complete your pledge for the year, consider making an additional gift to the operating
fund. You should have received information about options for donations from IRA’s and
401-K’s in the recent mailing.

During the month you’ll hear from church members, sing some special hymns and songs,
and have the opportunity to complete an Estimate of Giving form for next year. These

numbers are critical to planning our budget and activities for 2027, and to assure that
Iona-Hope continues to be a loving, caring, Body of Christ in Fort Myers. Your generosity
is greatly appreciated!

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE
Weekly in-person attendance includes Wednesday Morning,
Saturday Evening and Two Sunday Morning Services.

September 30-Oct 4:73 Average Weekly Attendance for:

October 7-11: 73 October 2026: 76
October 14-18: 71 October 2025: 92
October 21-25: 87 October 2024: 108




COLUMBARIUM NICHE SALE
From October 15th -December 1st
What is a final resting place? A final resting place is a permanent, secure, sacred, and public location for the
placement of a body or cremated remains. It is usually marked by a plaque or headstone with the name and birth and

death dates of the person who lived. Have you thought about your final resting place?

Iona-Hope has reduced pricing on our columbarium niches. For these months only Niches will be $1300 for a single
and $1500 for a double.

Our regular prices are $1500 for a single and $1700 for a double.
For additional information, or if you have any questions,

please contact the church office at 239-454-4778 or email office@ionahope.org




Upcoming Events

-

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9™ 6:30 PM

D‘OEUVRES
IONA-HOPE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

9650 GLADIOLUS DRIVE
FORT MYERS, FL

FREE ADMISSION!

SCAN OR VISIT T0 REGISTER
bit.ly/zamirgottaf1

AN EVENING WITH ZAMIR GOTTA

TRAVEL COMPANION & FRIEND OF ANTHONY BOURDAIN

BOOK SIGNING OF “THE FIXER & THE CHEF” WITH LIGHT HORS

Tona-Hope

FUN, SNACKS, PRIZES!
$25.00 FOR 3 CARDS
CARDS GOOD FOR 10 GAMES

DOORS OPEN 6:00/GAMES 6;30
‘ WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11th, 2026

9650 Glodialus Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33908

MUST BE 18 TO PLAY

Sharing With Our Neighbors — Gladiolus Food Pantry Thanksgiving Meal Drive

Each year at this time the Gladiolus Food Pantry hosts a drive through meal distribution
for Thanksgiving. Last year over 1,500 complete meals were shared with our neighbors

in the community.

GFP is grateful for the generosity of their partners, who enable them to meet the needs

of this growing ministry.

Once again, we are collecting donations for Thanksgiving meals: canned
cranberries/cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, mashed potato mix, gravy mix and, most
of all, frozen turkeys. Thank you in advance for supporting the Pantry in this season of

gratitude.

Iona-Hope will host its annual Turkey Drive for the Pantry before the service on
Saturday, November 14th and between services on Sunday, November 15th.
Monetary donations are also welcomed. Checks can be made out to Gladiolus Food
Pantry; write “lona-Hope” on the memo line.
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The November Book Club selection is
The Correspondent by Virginia Evans.

“Imagine, the letters one has sent out into the world, the letters received back in turn,
are like the pieces of a magnificent puzzle. . . . Isn’t there something wonderful in
that, to think that a story of one’s life is preserved in some way, that this very letter

may one day mean something, even if it is a very small thing, to someone?”

Filled with knowledge that only comes from a life fully lived, The Correspondent is a S i

gem of a novel about the power of finding solace in literature and connection with . The

people we might never meet in person. It is about the hubris of youth and the wisdom Correspondent
of old age, and the mistakes and acts of kindness that occur during a lifetime. VIRGINIA EVANS

7 Wevel

Sybil Van Antwerp has throughout her life used letters to make sense of the world and
her place in it. Most mornings, around half past ten, Sybil sits down to write letters—
to her brother, to her best friend, to the president of the university who will not allow
her to audit a class she desperately wants to take, to Joan Didion and Larry McMurtry
to tell them what she thinks of their latest books, and to one person to whom she

writes often yet never sends the letter.

Sybil expects her world to go on as it always has—a mother, grandmother, wife, divorcee,
distinguished lawyer, she has lived a very full life. But when letters from someone in her
past force her to examine one of the most painful periods of her life, she realizes that the
letter she has been writing over the years needs to be read and that she cannot move forward
until she finds it in her heart to offer forgiveness. Sybil Van Antwerp’s life of letters might
be “a very small thing,” but she also might be one of the most memorable characters you
will ever read.

We will meet to discuss The Correspondent from 12:30-2:00 P.M. on
Friday, November 13th in the Adler Gathering Place.
Please call Helen Sadler 239-218-5466 if you have any questions

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY
MORNING AT 8:30 A.M. FOR

November 4th  Maggie Minnick BREAKFAST & FELLOWSHIP AT

November 14th Bob Trent
November 18th Connie Walsh
November 24"  Cindy Havlichek
November 27"  John Green
November 28th June Bechtel

THE SUNFLOWER CAFE
11410 SUMMERLIN SQUARE
FORT MYERS BEACH

If we do not have your birthday and you would like to see your
birthday in the Monthly Newsletter, Weekly Email, and
announcements, please contact the office at 239-454-4778 or email
us at and provide your information.
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Save The Date!

/  Service ,

7 Wednesday, November 25th,

{g 5pm Service

4 Pie and Cider reception to follow

B, Iona-Hope Episco;’al Church BMND NE‘:“T’

9650 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers F1 33908

éf ORIGINAL RETAIL-TAGGED
- JOIN THE PEOPLE OF TEMPLE BETH EL, TEMPLE

’// ; JUDEA, IONA-HOPE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, EDISON

. \/ CONGREGATIONAL, CYPRESS LAKE UMC, AND

g FRIENDS FOR AN INTERFAITH SERVICE OF

GRATITUDE.

Please consider bringing a non-
perishable item to donate to the
local food pantry and /or a Pie to
share at the reception

oo e e
+ 4 4+ 4+ 4+

ONE MORE TIME THRIFT STORE
8750 GLADIOLUS DR. FORT MYERS, FL
239-437-5333

Call 239-454-4778 or email
guest@ionahope.org with questions.

Shawl Ministry Restarts!
«%@,ﬂ% (S/m*fﬂf Join us as our Shawl Ministry gathers once again starting Friday, November
6)/}%@!&5}? ag/ 13th, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. in the office library. This vital ministry
AN brings comfort, hope, and prayer to those in need through the gift of handcrafted
L shawls. Whether you are an experienced knitter/crocheter or eager to learn, your

>
> hands and heart are welcome. Come craft, pray, and share in fellowship as we
- restart this meaningful work together! For additional information contact Connie
o Tl . .
W Walsh at conniewalsh286(@gmail.com

Meditation Group Comes Back Together
Join us as our Meditation Group gathers once again starting Friday,
November 13th, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary.
Steve and Connie Walsh will be holding group meditation every Thursday in the

sanctuary. These will be experiential, rather than educational sessions, open to
everyone. We will gather, and after a brief introduction, enter 20 minutes of
silence. Afterwards, people will leave the Sanctuary quietly. For additional

information please email
Steve at spwmcw(@gmail.com or Connie at conniewalsh286@gmail.com.
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Join us for our next Animal Ministry Supper on O RES
Saturday November 7" at 6:00 P.M in
the Adler Gathering Place.
The menu will be lasagna, tossed salad, bread,
dessert and iced tea.
The suggested minimum donations is $10.00
All Are Welcome!

Calling All Readers!

As we begin a new season, we are extending the invitation to all to consider serving

the Iona-Hope family by being a reader (fancy word: lector) during our weekend —

services. While we hope to continue to hear from many of our currently beloved

volunteers, we also hope to have some new voices in the mix. L.ay R@,&&@ rs
If you are interested in either continuing on as a reader or becoming a new reader,
please email: ihopereaders@gmail.com to share your interest and join us on
Sunday, November 15th at 10:45 A.M. for a brief 45-minute workshop. This will
be a time to review some best practices, as well as discuss some new procedures,

and most importantly a time to joyfully celebrate this important work that is offered
up to the Iona-Hope family.

Bible Study With Rev. Gierke!

Via Media: walking an intentional path between ordinary time and sacred
history, following Jesus’ life.

In John 14:6, as Jesus spoke with the disciples on the last night, He said, “I am
the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.”

When we seek to grow in our relationship with God, the Way is not always

easy to find. We know the Way is revealed in the Word, both written and in the
I ; AM person of Christ, which is also the source of Truth, and ultimately eternal Life.

the waysthe

tl'llth_, and the church year and the life of Christ, beginning with Advent. We will use
: Scripture and the Book of Common Prayer as our guides along the way. No

Join us as we walk the Via Media (Latin for “middle way”) path through the

experience necessary; Christ invites us all to walk with Him.

Initially, we will meet on the first and third Fridays of each month, beginning
November 20th, at 10:30 a.m. in the Church Sanctuary, and will likely
continue meeting through Eastertide. Bring a Bible if you have one.

Dewey Gierke, a retired pastor of 30 years, will lead the group. Dewey has a
Master of Divinity from Bangor Theological Seminary and a Doctor of
Ministry from Hartford Seminary.




PREPARING THE STABLE, PREPARING THE HEART
An Advent Retreat Day
December 5, 2026

There are so many ways to prepare for Christmas. Gifts to buy. Cards to write out and mail. Cookies to bake. Presents to
wrap. Menus to plan . . . But the most important preparations we can make as we anticipate the celebration of the birth of
Christ, is the preparation of the heart. This Advent, why not take time to join Rev. John Danner for an Advent Quiet
Day? John will lead us in using music, art, meditation, silence, story and scripture to help us settle into a time to focus on
the deeper realities of the season. Our day will conclude with lunch and a time of worship.

John is a retired pastor in the United Church of Christ, and a spiritual director. After forty-five years of ordained ministry
in parish settings in the Northeast and here in Southwest Florida, he retired and is a Pastor Emeritus at Sanibel
Congregational United Church of Christ. Before he moved to North Carolina, he was active here at lona where he led
retreat days several times and has been called on to preach. He has also often preached at several UCC churches in the
area.

John is the author of Angels Dancing on the Roof, a collection of seasonal stories, and has contributed to several
publications, including The Christian Century and The Upper Room.

Retreat Day Details
When: Saturday, December Sth, from 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Where: Iona Episcopal Church, 9650 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers.
How to Register: Call the Church Office at 239-454-4778.
The $10 registration fee includes lunch.
All are welcome to attend.

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Wednesday, December 9, 2026

White Christimas (Matinee)
(11:30 Lunch / 1pm show),
The price for our group will be 565.00 per person and
PAYMENT IS DUE AT SIGNUP

THE MUSICAL




JOIN US FOR MAHJONG & FELLOWSHIP

Every Monday from 1:00 until 3:00 P.M. the Mahjong Group
meets at lona-Hope!

If you have any questions please reach out to Teresa Hufnagel at
847-840-5515.

WEEKLY EMAIL

Every Friday we send out a weekly email with upcoming events and
information about

Iona-Hope. If you would like to receive our weekly email, please
contact the church office.

(239) 454-4778 or email Margaret at MediaDirector@lonaHope.org

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST SERVICE

Join us at Iona-Hope for our Midweek Eucharist Service every
Wednesday morning at 10:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary.

If you're unable to join in person you can join via Zoom! Meeting
ID 834 1354 0376 Passcode 925852. All Are Welcome!

CHURCH DIRECTORY

If you’re new to lona-Hope or have never had your picture taken for our
church directory, please see Margaret Carr and she’d be happy to capture
your smile. We love matching names with faces. It’s a great way to get to
know your fellow parishioners!

Email her at MediaDirector@lonaHope.org or see her before or after the
service.

PET MEMORIAL WALL

“At play in the fields with God”

We have plaques available for the Pet memorial Wall. If you are
interested in adding your pet’s name to the wall, the forms are
located on the table at the rear of the sanctuary, as well as being
available for download on our website.

You can also contact the office at 239-454-4778, or email us at
office@lonaHope.org, and we will email you the form. The cost is
$35.00 per plaque.




NOVEMBER 2026

Bam - Rite1 Service

8:30am - Communion

1pm - Mahjong Group

Bpm - AA Meeting

10am - Bible & Comm.

8:30am - lona-Hope

fpm - AA-Dpen

fpm - Al-Anon

7:30am - AA-Closed

Bam - Rite1 Service

B:30am - Communion

1pm - Mahjong Group

1pm - Pastoral Ministry

Bpm - AA Meeting

10am - Bible & Comm.

B:30pm - Bingo!

8:30am - lona-Hope

Jpm - Meditation Group

10am - Prayer Shawl
12:30pm - Book Club
fGpm - AA-Dpen

Bpm - Al-Anon

Bam - Rite1 Service

8:30am - Communion

1pm - Mahjong Group

Bpm - AA Meeting

10am - Bible & Comm.

lona-Hope
3pm - Meditation Group

fpm - Vestry Meeting

10am - Prayer Shawl
10:30am - Bible Sfudy
Bpm - AA-Dpen

Bpm - Al-Anon

“30am - AA-Closed @

Bam - Rite1 Service

B:30am - Communion

1pm - Mahjong Group

Bpm - AA Meeting

10am - Bible & Comm.

fpm - Interfaith Service

3pm - Meditation Group

fpm - AA-Dpen
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Bam - Rite1 Service

B:30am - Communion

1pm - Mahjong Group




	1 John 3:1-3 Taken from the Epistle for All Saints Weekend
	See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
	A Beloved October Tradition-By Margo Farrara
	Hope Chest
	Come & See!-By Margaret Carr
	A Look Back!
	Giving Thanks
	A Note From Your Nutty Family-By Sciurus Carolinensis
	Blessings, Sciurus carolinensis
	October Interfaith-By Margaret Carr
	COLUMBARIUM NICHE SALE
	Upcoming Events

	AN EVENING WITH ZAMIR GOTTA
	FREE ADMISSION!
	SCAN OR VISIT TO REGISTER
	bit.ly/zamirgottaf1
	Sharing With Our Neighbors – Gladiolus Food Pantry Thanksgiving Meal Drive
	Each year at this time the Gladiolus Food Pantry hosts a drive through meal distribution for Thanksgiving. Last year over 1,500 complete meals were shared with our neighbors in the community.
	GFP is grateful for the generosity of their partners, who enable them to meet the needs of this growing ministry.
	Once again, we are collecting donations for Thanksgiving meals: canned cranberries/cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, mashed potato mix, gravy mix and, most of all, frozen turkeys. Thank you in advance for supporting the Pantry in this season of gratitude.
	Iona-Hope will host its annual Turkey Drive for the Pantry before the service on Saturday, November 14th and between services on Sunday, November 15th. Monetary donations are also welcomed. Checks can be made out to Gladiolus Food Pantry; write “Iona-Hope” on the memo line.


	The November Book Club selection is
	The Correspondent by Virginia Evans.
	“Imagine, the letters one has sent out into the world, the letters received back in turn, are like the pieces of a magnificent puzzle. . . . Isn’t there something wonderful in that, to think that a story of one’s life is preserved in some way, that this very letter may one day mean something, even if it is a very small thing, to someone?”
	Filled with knowledge that only comes from a life fully lived, The Correspondent is a gem of a novel about the power of finding solace in literature and connection with people we might never meet in person. It is about the hubris of youth and the wisdom of old age, and the mistakes and acts of kindness that occur during a lifetime.
	Sybil Van Antwerp has throughout her life used letters to make sense of the world and her place in it. Most mornings, around half past ten, Sybil sits down to write letters—to her brother, to her best friend, to the president of the university who will not allow her to audit a class she desperately wants to take, to Joan Didion and Larry McMurtry to tell them what she thinks of their latest books, and to one person to whom she writes often yet never sends the letter.
	.
	Sybil expects her world to go on as it always has—a mother, grandmother, wife, divorcee, distinguished lawyer, she has lived a very full life. But when letters from someone in her past force her to examine one of the most painful periods of her life, she realizes that the letter she has been writing over the years needs to be read and that she cannot move forward until she finds it in her heart to offer forgiveness. Sybil Van Antwerp’s life of letters might be “a very small thing,” but she also might be one of the most memorable characters you will ever read.
	We will meet to discuss The Correspondent from 12:30-2:00 P.M. on
	Friday, November 13th in the Adler Gathering Place.
	Please call Helen Sadler 239-218-5466 if you have any questions


	NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
	JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 8:30 A.M. FOR BREAKFAST & FELLOWSHIP AT
	THE SUNFLOWER CAFE
	11410 SUMMERLIN SQUARE
	FORT MYERS BEACH
	November 4th     Maggie Minnick
	November 14th   Bob Trent
	November 18th   Connie Walsh
	November 24th    Cindy Havlichek
	November 27th    John Green
	November 28th  June Bechtel

	Shawl Ministry Restarts!
	Meditation Group Comes Back Together
	Join us for our next Animal Ministry Supper on
	Saturday November 7th at 6:00 P.M in
	the Adler Gathering Place.
	The menu will be lasagna, tossed salad, bread,
	dessert and iced tea.
	The suggested minimum donations is $10.00
	All Are Welcome!

	Calling All Readers!
	Bible Study With Rev. Gierke!
	PREPARING THE STABLE, PREPARING THE HEART
	An Advent Retreat Day
	December 5, 2026
	Retreat Day Details
	When: Saturday, December 5th, from 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
	Where: Iona Episcopal Church, 9650 Gladiolus Drive, Fort Myers.
	How to Register: Call the Church Office at 239-454-4778.
	The $10 registration fee includes lunch.
	All are welcome to attend.



	JOIN US FOR MAHJONG & FELLOWSHIP
	WEEKLY EMAIL
	MIDWEEK EUCHARIST SERVICE
	CHURCH DIRECTORY
	PET MEMORIAL WALL
	NOVEMBER 2026

